
….doesn’t have quite the same ring as the famous 

tongue twister we all know and love.  And yet, because 

the original tongue twister is so widely known, it is  

often the reason why two entirely different species of 

rodent are so misunderstood: the Woodchuck and the 

North American Beaver, both native NJ mammals. 

 The woodchuck, or Marmota monax, is a        

member of the Sciuridae  family and Marmota genus.  

The Sciuridae family  consists of small and medium-

sized rodents (e.g. ground and tree squirrels, etc.). 

Woodchucks did not acquire their name because they 

can toss chunks of wood (they 

can’t). “Woodchuck” is likely an 

alliteration of the  Algonquian 

name for this animal, “wuchak”.  

Other names for the woodchuck 

include groundhog (likely from 

the Dutch word aardvarken or 

‘earth pig’), Land beaver 

(because of their similar            

appearance to the beaver) and 

my personal favorite, whistle pig  

(for the noise these animals emit 

when sounding an alarm).   

Woodchucks are considered  

medium sized rodents, but have 

been known to grow to 80 cm 

(31.5 inches) long and weigh up 

to 14 kg (about 31 lbs).  Typical sizes in the wild,     

especially when living near a number of  predators, 

range from 40-65 cm (16-26 inches) in length and 2-4 

kg (4.4 - 9 lbs) in weight.  Woodchucks seem to exhibit 

little to no sexual dimorphism in terms of body mass     

or size when young, although adult males are               

approximately 3% larger in mass on average  than            

adult females.   

 M. monax is built for burrowing.  With short 

ears set close to the head, eyes on top of its short, broad 

head, with legs both thick and short, and five long claws 

on each foot, the woodchuck burrows up to 1.5 m              

(5 feet) underground and up to 14 meters (almost 50 

feet) longitudinally, often with multiple entrances.              
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Burrows are specialized:  the ‘home burrow’, the ‘escape 

burrow’ and the ‘hibernation burrow’ are the three      

recognized burrow types.  A family group will maintain 

several burrows and move between them frequently.   

Even though woodchucks typically live and conduct 

most of their business underground, they are also able to 

swim and climb trees if they need to escape a predator, if 

they wish to partake in especially tasty leaves and             

berries, or if they need to assess the  surrounding habitat.  

 Woodchucks are primarily herbivores,   although 

they will sometimes eat insects, small  mammals, snails 

and grubs.  They subsist 

mainly on grasses, berries, 

fruit, clover, wild lettuce, 

tree leaves and other                

available vegetation (to  the 

consternation of many home 

owners and gardeners).             

Unlike their  rodent cousin, 

the beaver, they do not eat 

tree bark and do not fell 

trees. Woodchucks consume 

a large amount of food in the 

spring and gain body fat in 

preparation for their months 

in hibernation.  M. monax is 

a true hibernator and will 

enter hibernation usually in 

mid- to late- October.  The woodchuck remains in          

hibernation for 4-5 months in the Pennsylvania and      

New Jersey area.   

 The North American beaver, or Castor            

canadensis, is a member of the Castoridae family and 

Castor genus.  The beaver is even with the Cape          

porcupine of South Africa as the second largest rodent 

alive in the world today, beaten only by the 100 lb South 

American capybara – truly three rodents of unusual size.   

C. canadensis  can grow to a length of 120 cm (4 feet) 

and weigh anywhere from 16 – 31.5 kg  (35 – 70 lbs) 

when fully grown.   Beavers have thick, muscular bodies 

and legs supported by generous bone structure.  When 

on land, they predominantly waddle gracelessly on all 

Continued… 
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fours with their hips in the air and their nose close to 

the ground.  Their front legs are much shorter than 

their hind legs.  Their large back feet are webbed and 

contain long, wide claws.  The shape of their bodies 

and legs notwithstanding, beavers can easily gallop 

away from trouble if startled. Beavers can also become 

a bipedal animal if they are busy building their lodges.   

They will gather sticks in their front legs and tuck  

materials under their chin as they carry it back to their 

construction site.  Beavers are as likely to ‘chuck’ 

branches and pieces of wood as their rodent              

cousin, the woodchuck -- which is to say, they do not.  

Beavers do, however, drag or carry a large quantity of              

wood when gathering materials for construction or 

food storage.  

 Some of the most remarkable features of C. 

canadensis are related to this animal’s adaptation as a 

semi-aquatic rodent.  The tail of the beaver is                

horizontally flat, scaled and paddle-like and acts as            

a helpful counterbalance while walking in a bipedal 

manner on land.  In the water, however, its large, 

leathery, patterned tail along with its two webbed rear 

feet, allow the beaver to paddle and steer   effortlessly 

and deliberately to its destinations.  Beaver bodies are 

streamlined for swimming, similar to marine animals.   

The beaver pelage, with long, thick guard hairs and 

short, dense, wavy underfur, is designed to help the 

animal thermoregulate, especially in cold or wet           

conditions.  In addition to fur quality, specialized anal 

glands secrete a mixture of oils and waxy chemicals 

and castor glands secrete castoreum.  Mixed together 

during grooming, this becomes an oily substance used 

not only for marking territory, but also for spreading 

along the fur where it serves as a ‘waterproofing’ 

agent. Beavers sport nictitating membranes under their 

eyelids so that they can see underwater as well as eyes 

placed high on their heads so that they can swim while 

remaining mostly concealed. They are able to stay  

underwater for up to 15 minutes at a time due to the 

large size of their lungs and ability to slow their heart 

rate while submerged, in addition to their ability to 

completely close their nostrils and ears.   

 The orange-tinted front incisors of the             

beaver are, like most Rodentia, constantly growing.              

Because of this it is necessary for them to keep the size 

of their incisors in check by constantly gnawing.  Their 

primary food sources are herbaceous and woody         

vegetation although they do eat what is available in the 

local habitat (e.g. grasses, crops and aquatic/riparian 

vegetation).   In terms of felling trees for the purpose 

of lodge construction or food storage, C. canadensis 

can chew through a 4-5 inch diameter tree in just a few 

minutes. Once a beaver is on its own in the world,             

Continued on page 4... 

Beaver in rehabilitation — photo by: Cil Purnick 
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President’s Message  

by Tracy Leaver   

Dear Members: 

Congratulations on getting through 

yet another busy season of caring 

for wildlife! In case no one has 

said this to you recently – thank 

you for your commitment and all 

of your hard work and sacrifices. 

You are wonderful.  

 

This year has presented challenges for us all. It is 

these experiences that we should learn from and if we 

share them with others we are promoting growth in 

this ever changing and challenging field of wildlife 

rehabilitation. It is important to talk about the good, 

the bad and the ugly of this work so no one feels alone 

in a difficult situation or circumstance or when a 

heartbreaking mistake is made. Talking to and                

networking with each other makes us better at what 

we do and helps us to cope better when disheartening 

things happen. 

 

Most of the year we are “nose-to-the-grindstone”                

trying desperately to get through each day saving 

countless numbers of orphaned and injured wild            

animals. Now, with things calming down we have 

time to share, to open up or expand this world of     

wildlife rehabilitation to others. Over the next few 

months there are wonderful opportunities to learn 

from each other – several conferences, workshops and 

roundtables are scheduled in the tri-state area and are 

listed in this publication.  Be sure to invite your             

volunteers, veterinarians, etc. to participate or give as 

thank you gifts.  

 

Take the time to spend the time to meet others in this 

wonderful and amazing field. Expand your own view; 

breathe new life into it by listening to and learning 

from the experiences of others. 

 

I look forward to running into you at one of these         

upcoming events and in the meantime I wish you a 

peaceful and rejuvenating fall and winter season! 

 

Be well, 

 

Tracy Leaver 

President 

 

 

  

 

 
 

IWRC Symposium 
December 1-6th,  2014 

Cincinnati, OH  

NJAWR Roundtable at 

Woodlands Wildlife Refuge 

December 13th, 2014  

 

NWRA Symposium 2015 
March 10 – 14, 2015 

Princeton, NJ 

 

Join the National Wildlife Rehabilitators             

Association, fellow rehabilitators, educators,           

veterinarians, and our host Mercer County            

Wildlife Center in Princeton, New Jersey! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On behalf of everyone at NJAWR, we wish 

you a safe and happy holiday season!  

Don’t delay!  
 

Renew your membership today by 

mailing in the form on the back of this 

newsletter or renew online at  

http://www.NJAWR.org.  

 

Buy a gift membership for a friend 

for the holidays!  

Save The Date! 

Full details  available at www.njawr.org 
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its primary purposes are to build a home, build up 

food stores and find a mate.  They are currently          

considered to be the only other mammal besides        

humans that will actively alter their  environment to 

suit their own needs.  These animals do not hibernate 

during the winter, so it is important that they               

have large nutritious food stores to help them survive 

the lean months. New Jersey manages beaver             

populations with a regulated trapping program that 

runs from late December through early February. 

 So, how much wood CAN a woodchuck/

beaver chuck if they could chuck wood?  I am afraid 

the answer to that timeless riddle has to be that            

neither can, even if they wanted to, actually “chuck” 

or “throw” wood!  And, at least in the case of the             

woodchuck, it would not even be remotely interested 

in wood.  Now, on to disprove the merits of Peter 

Piper picking so many pickled peppers….  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Written by Priscilla E. M. Purnick, Ph.D,  

Apprentice Wildlife Rehabilitator 
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WOODCHUCK BEAVER 

Size 
16 – 32 inches 

4.4 – 31 lbs 

Up to 48 inches 

35 - 70 lbs 

Sexual            

dimorphism 

External  

genitalia 

Size variations 

Internal  

genitalia 

No external    

dimorphism 

Active time Diurnal Nocturnal 

Mating  

behavior 

Mate for a  

season 
Mate for life 

Maturation 

Kits weaned and 

leave  

burrow at 6-8 

weeks 

Kits pushed out 

of lodge at 

 1.5 – 2 years 

Social 

groups 

Large colonies; 

solitary family 

units within  

colony 

Small family 

colonies 

Habitat Land-based Semi-aquatic 

Building  

behavior 
Burrower Lodge-builder 

Winter  

adaptation 
True hibernator 

Does not  

hibernate 

Control in 

NJ 

Exclusion,  

Removal,  

Killing 

Regulated  

hunting 

Additional Interesting Comparisons:  

Woodchuck vs. Beaver 

Woodchuck — photo by: Cil Purnick 

Continued from page 2. 
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Enjoy Some of our Successes!  

Eastern Screech Owl -  Mercer County Wildlife Center Red Bat  -  Freedom Center for Wildlife 

Red Fox Release -  Woodlands Wildlife Refuge 

Infant Woodchuck -  Woodlands Wildlife Refuge Threatened Wood Turtle -  Woodlands Wildlife Refuge 

Great Horned Owl - Freedom Center For Wildlife 



 

mallards (age four to eight weeks). These ages are          

approximate and the type of habitat used on a particular 

day is dependent on the weather. The author also would 

like to note that these habitat set-ups are only appropriate 

for mallard ducklings; other waterfowl and waterbirds 

may require a more specialized set-up. 

 

IMPORTANT PROCEDURES 

Quarantine. Quarantine is important for every species of 

animal being admitted to a wildlife rehabilitation facility 

and is practiced with orphaned mallards. Clutches are not 

mixed for a minimum of 24 hours after admittance. This 

provides time for signs of underlying diseases to present. 

A long quarantine period of three to seven days would be 

ideal; however, this usually proves unfeasible when          

rehabilitating multiple clutches simultaneously. If a           

single mallard is admitted, place a mirror in the cage until              

the bird can be introduced into another clutch                        

after quarantine. 

 

Mixing Clutches. Mallard ducklings establish a               

hierarchy within a group (Rogers 1997). This can make 

the introduction of ducklings to groups difficult. Wildlife 

centers often are forced, due to limited housing and an 

unexpected influx of ducklings, to combine clutches. This 

is done only after the quarantine period. Below are tips 

for successfully introducing clutches: 

●  Only combine ducklings of similar size 

●  Always supervise clutch introduction and            

 observe afterwards (best to be unseen, for             

 example looking through the holes in the cover 

 of the tub). 

● A large enclosure makes for a smooth                   

 introduction as any ducklings getting picked on 

 have enough room to run away. 

● If ducklings are young, take a couple from each 

 clutch and place in a newly set up habitat. Then 

 add the other clutch mates a few at a time. 

● Never introduce a single duckling into an          

established clutch simply by putting them in the 

same enclosure. Take a new duckling and an   

existing duckling and set them up in a new         

enclosure. Then slowly add each original clutch 

mate one by one. 

 

MALLARD HOUSING 

Infant Mallard Duckling Housing.  Infant mallards (age 

0 to two weeks) need an enclosure that provides a Heat 

gradient, dry substrate, a hiding place/shelter, clean food, 

and clean water. 

Reprinted with permission from National Wildlife 

Rehabilitation Association, Wildlife Rehabilitation, 

Volume 26, March, 2008. 

 

Abstract: Mallard ducklings often orphaned in large 

numbers during hatching season. This presents a      

formidable task for wildlife rehabilitators on a tight 

budget. Modeling pre-release housing after game bird 

pens is an affordable way to build a habitat that is  

predator proof. Following rehabilitation standards           

regarding a clean environment, good nutrition, natural 

enrichment, and minimal human contact is necessary. 

Keywords: mallard, Anas platyrhynchos, ducklings, 

orphan, quarantine, habitat 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Mallard ducklings (Anas platyrhynchos) are orphaned 

for many reasons. Hundreds of hatchlings and nestlings 

end up at wildlife rehabilitation centers. Re-homing 

mallards with wild clutches can prove difficult as          

mallard hens are aggressive towards foreign ducklings 

(Armstrong 1965). Re-homing is possible, but it takes a 

trained team of volunteers who work throughout the 

hatching season. Keeping foster hen ducks at the          

wildlife center is an option, but they require year round 

care. When these two options are not feasible, wildlife 

rehabilitation centers are left with the task of             

attempting to raise and release healthy, survivable         

juveniles back into the wild. One of the biggest            

challenges in raising large numbers (100+) of mallard 

ducklings every season is providing suitable                  

rehabilitation habitats on a limited budget.  

The author uses three general age categories of               

mallards to correspond to three general habitat setups: 

infant mallards (age 0 to two weeks), transition                 

mallards (age two to four weeks) and pre-release             
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Habitat Recommendations for Raising Large Groups of Mallard Ducklings (Anas platyrhynchos) 
RENEE SCHOTT, BS , FOUR LAKES WILDLIFE CENTER 

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON SCHOOL OF VETERINARY MEDICINE 

MADISON, WISCONSIN 

Mallard duckling—photo by http://www.pbworks.com/ 



Structure-A plastic storage tub makes an affordable 

and appropriate enclosure for newly hatched ducklings. 

The tubs are cleaned and disinfected easily yet provide 

a visual barrier between ducklings and caretaker. Holes 

are drilled in the top for ventilation and concealed 

viewing; holes also may be drilled in the sides of the 

tub for added ventilation. The size of the tub dictates 

how many ducklings can be accommodated. The tub is 

no smaller than 22 x 17 x 15 inches (56 x 43 x 38 cm), 

and as a general rule this size tub can house no more 

than 10 infant mallards. 

 

Substrate-Newspaper lining the bottom of the tub 

works well for mallards of this age. It is free and            

non-toxic. Paper towels or cotton towels (without 

frayed edges) also work well. All substrates are              

covered with a layer of  Dri-dek® (Kendall Products, 

Naples, FL) for drainage and cleaned frequently as 

ducklings love to make a mess of water and food. 

 

Heat Source-Infant ducklings require a heat gradient. 

A heat lamp (40-watt) is hung from the top of the tub 

low enough so the temperature is 90°F (32°C) below 

the bulb. The lamp is hung high enough so ducklings 

cannot jump and get burned. A red light bulb provides 

heat while allowing enough darkness in the enclosure 

at night to support a normal circadian rhythm. A           

normal circadian rhythm is important for many                 

biological processes including reproductive success 

(Ritchie et al 1994). 

 

Shelter/enrichment-Like all wild animals in a captive 

setting, enrichment is important. Providing a natural 

shelter (a hollowed out log cut in half) provides a            

hiding place and enrichment. Pedynowski and Payne 

(1998) cite using a feather duster as a surrogate mother 

and inserted into an upside-down bucket with an            

opening cut into the bucket as a door. A hiding place 

also gives the ducklings a place to run into when    

caretakers are around. 
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Food-the commercial waterfowl starter diet from          

Mazuri® is placed in a shallow dish (such as a         

container lid) on the tub floor. Food can be              

scattered around the floor to encourage ducklings to 

eat. Duckweed can also be placed in another              

shallow dish on the floor and floated in the water. 

Both of these items are available at all times. 

 

Water-Mallard ducklings are notorious for getting 

into the water bowl and splashing around. However, 

at this young age with no hen to warm them,           

ducklings can become hypothermic and die if      

allowed to swim all the time. To avoid this, the  

author has had success in  placing a small chick 

waterer on top of a metal dog food bowl. The         

waterer’s trough is narrow enough to keep the  

ducklings and the enclosure dry.  

 

Transition Mallard Duckling Housing. Transition 

mallards (age two to four weeks) must spend as 

much time outside as possible; versatile housing is 

needed in climates where weather changes daily. 

 

Structure-If it is still early in the season or the 

weather is relatively cold, a larger storage tub, like 

that used for infant mallards, can work temporarily. 

If the weather is warm, mallards of this age are put 

outside on grass as much as possible. Reptariums® 

(Apogee, Dallas, TX) come in various sizes and 

work well as an indoor/outdoor enclosure. They are 

lightweight, easy to clean and store, nonabrasive, 

and allow ample light, air circulation, and drainage. 

The Reptarium® can be set up outside during the 

day with a sheet or towel draped over half to            

provide shade and temperature gradient. At night, 

ducklings are transferred to another Reptarium® set 

up inside the center with a 40-watt red light bulb for 

extra heat if needed. A rubber mat which allows for 

drainage (such as Dri-Dek®, Kendall Products,  

Naples, FL) is used to keep ducklings dry during 

the night. The outside Reptarium® can be cleaned 

and set out to dry for the next day. 

 

Substrate-The soft mesh of the Reptarium® is an 

adequate substrate when placed on grass outside, 

but spreading natural grasses and branches inside 

the Reptarium® provides a more natural flooring, 

as well as, environmental enrichment. 

 

Heat Source-A heat source is provided at night if 

the room the ducklings are in is not adequately 

heated. A heat source can be provided while the 

ducklings are outside as well, if the weather is cool. 

Again, a 40-watt red light bulb is recommended. 



 

house the 60 x 20ft (18 x 6m) enclosure was cleared of 

trees and brush. The 60ft (18m) length was split to        

create three 20ft (6m) square pens. The perimeter was 

staked and a 6 to 12 in (15-30cm) trench was dug around 

the perimeter. Eight foot (2.4m) steel T fence posts were 

driven into the ground at 5ft (1.5m) intervals around the 

perimeter and along the fence lines  separating the three 

pens. Galvanized steel fencing (8ft {2m} tall, 2 x 4 in {5 

x 10m}, 12.5 gauge) was unrolled around the perimeter 

and cable ties were used to fasten the fencing vertically to 

the T fence posts; the bottom of the fence sat on top of 

level ground. Aluminum screen cloth (4ft tall {1.2m}) 

was sunk into the trench and then wrapped on the outside 

of the galvanized steel fencing. The trench was then filled 

with dirt. The aluminum screen cloth was cable tied    

tightly to the   galvanized steel fencing so no bird could 

become trapped between the screen and fence. Game bird 

netting (heavy TOPRITE® netting, 2in {5m} mesh, J. A. 

Cissel Manufacturing Company, Lakewood, NJ) was 

draped over the top of the whole pen and secured tightly 

with cable ties. Two 4 x 4 in (10 x 10m) wooden posts 

(10ft {3m} long) were raised inside the pens so that the 

tension of the net kept the posts upright. The doors were 

constructed of scrap wood and mounted on two 4 x 4 ft. 

{1.2 x 1.2m} posts sunk into the ground with cement. 

When building doors, any design can work as long as the 

door is predator proof, swings to the inside of the cage 

and has a 1ft (0.3m) solid barrier on the ground to               

prevent duckling escape. Also if possible, incorporate a 

double door anti-chamber system. 

 

Substrate-Natural ground and grasses were used the first 

year. It took approximately 20 mallards seven days to 

destroy the grass and turn the pen into mud. This season, 

pea gravel and river rock will be placed in at least half of 

each pen to facilitate drainage and increase durability. 

Shelter/enrichment-A natural hiding place is           

readily available. The same hiding place used with  

infants works, provided there is enough room for all the 

ducklings to hide at once. Branches, leaves, and grasses 

also are appropriate enrichment objects and can be 

composted when they become too soiled. 

 

Food-Commercial waterfowl starter diet from            

Mazuri® can be placed in shallow dishes around the 

enclosure, as well as floating in the pool. Duckweed 

also is constantly available in shallow dishes.                 

Mealworms and/or crickets may be provided. 

 

Water-Chick (poultry) waterers elevated on metal dog 

food dishes are placed in the enclosure and cleaned  

frequently to ensure a source of clean  water. If the 

weather is warm, a swimming pool may be provided. A 

dog litter pan works well for young ducklings and the 

pan can be cleaned and disinfected easily. Placing a 

few rocks in the pan ensures that ducklings can climb 

in and out of the shallow water. Ducklings quickly dirty 

the water so water is changed frequently, every two to 

four hours.  

 

Pre-Release Mallard Juvenile Housing. Before            

release, mallard juveniles (age four to eight weeks) 

need to be healthy, have adequate waterproofing, and 

exhibit normal behavior. The author prefers to release 

mallards at eight to ten weeks of age, which is the             

natural age of independence (Pedynowski and Payne 

1998). Others have released mallards at 10 weeks of 

age (Rodgers 1997) and six weeks of age (Michele 

Goodman, Webbed-foot Wildlife, Litchfield, CT)            

with success. 

 

Structure-A pre-release mallard enclosure is                   

completely outdoors and predator proof. With a small 

budget and an immediate need, an enclosure modeled 

after pheasant game farms was constructed (figure 1).  

While many designs are acceptable, this design will be 

the focus for this section. An area large enough to 
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WANTED 
 

We are looking for informative mammal, avian,   

veterinary and general interest topics! Have you 

come across a great rehabilitation or other               

wildlife article you would like to share with our  

members? Do you have an idea for a subject you 

would  like  to see in a future issue?  Please send 

it to our editor at melisana@ymail.com for               

review for  future publication.  

Heat Source-A heat source is not needed at this age if 

the mallards are healthy. 

 

Shelter/enrichment-Lean-to-structures approximate-

ly 3 x 3 x 3ft {1 x 1 x 1m}) were constructed of wood 

for shelter. It is important not to incorporate                  

traditional-style doors into the duckling shelter as 

ducklings learn quickly and inadvertently may be 

trained (caregivers walk in the pen and ducklings run 

into the shelter) to walk into  doorways after being 

released. It is embarrassing when a local business 

calls after a clutch has been released and says             

ducklings walked into the building. 

 

Food-Mazuri® Waterfowl Maintenance diet is fed to 

ducks at this age. The diet is floated in the water 

(encouraging dabbling) and offered in a trough near 

the ground. A PVC pipe cut in half makes a good 

feeder as it is cleaned and disinfected easily and does 

not resemble anything the ducklings may encounter 

when released. Duckweed is offered floating in pools. 

 

Water-Water can be provided in the form of a kiddie 

pool with ramps, a cement pool that drains, or any 

other tub that allows the ducks to get in and out easily. 

Due to the mud problem the first year, the author used 

shallow black pans for water. These pans allowed the 

ducks to bathe, but were not deep enough for them to 

swim. Despite this, the ducklings swam fine on              

release and were seen for weeks living around the     

release site. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Raising large groups of waterfowl can be a challenge. 

Luckily, the adaptability of mallards makes raising 

large groups possible on a small budget. Keeping           

infant ducks dry, and providing a good diet,                 

enrichment, and a habitat that is predator proof              

are key to successful rehabilitation of this                    

abundant species. 
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Mallard  female and ducklings 

photo by http://www.pbworks.com/ 



 

 

House Resolution in Support of Wildlife  

Rehabilitation Centers Praised 

 

The Humane Society of the United States praised   

the introduction of H. Res. 651, a Congressional                  

resolution recognizing the important role                    

experienced and accredited wildlife rehabilitation 

centers play in caring for native wildlife in                   

communities across  the country. 

The resolution — sponsored by Rep. Lamar Smith, 

R-Texas — takes into account the  important work 

of wildlife rehabilitators, who care for and release 

wildlife indigenous to the U.S., often on a voluntary 

basis. 

Wayne Pacelle, president and CEO of The HSUS, 

said: "We applaud Representative    Lamar Smith for 

recognizing the importance of wildlife rehabilitators 

across the nation – a  network not as well developed 

as animal  shelters, but just as important and vital for              

communities. The people working in this field,     

principally as volunteers, provide a remarkable             

safety net for wildlife who face an extraordinary set 

of risks, from cars to power lines to poisons.” 

The HSUS and its affiliates operate three wildlife 

rehabilitation centers located in California, Florida 

and Massachusetts that rescue, care for, rehabilitate 

and eventually release back into the wild thousands 

of orphaned or injured wild animals from across the 

country every year. “There are hundreds of other 

centers that collectively provide help to  hundreds            

of thousands of wild animals in crisis situations,” 

added Pacelle. 

Rep. Smith said: “I have enjoyed working with   

wildlife rehabilitation centers in my Congressional 

District. These organizations across our nation              

deserve our support. Every year, hundreds of               

thousands of wild animals are orphaned, injured or 

become sick. This resolution recognizes the work of 

wildlife rehabilitation centers and their self-less   

efforts to protect our wildlife. Today, we thank these 

individuals and organizations for what they do on a 

daily basis.”  
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Original cosponsors include: 

Katherine Clark (D – Massachusetts) 

Peter DeFazio (D – Oregon) 

Rosa DeLauro (D – Connecticut) 

Renee Ellmers (R – North Carolina) 

Jared Huffman (D – California) 

Adam Kinzinger (R – Illinois) 

Tom Marino (R – Pennsylvania) 

Jim Moran (D – Virginia) 

Tom Petri (R – Wisconsin) 

Ed Whitfield (R – Kentucky) 

Ted Yoho (R – Florida) 

p 
Media Contact: Raúl Arce-Contreras: +1 301-721

-6440, rcontreras@humanesociety.org      

http://m.humanesociety.org/news/press_releases/2014/06/

house_res_support_wildlife_rehab_centers_062614.html 

News and  Events 

NJAWR Board of Directors  

Call for Nominations Reminder 

 
The NJAWR Nominating Committee is  currently 

accepting nominations for the Board of Directors. 

Nominees must be members of NJAWR prior to 

their nomination, as required by the NJAWR             

by-laws. Nominations must be made by current   

members of NJAWR. You may nominate yourself. 

Full information and application can be found on 

www.njawr.org.  

Bear cubs in rehabilitation  -  Woodlands Wildlife Refuge 



 

PAGE 11 ON TRACK…..  
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News and  Events 

NJAWR is dedicated to inspiring new wildlife   rehabilitators. 

NJAWR members have presented at wildlife rehabilitation 

conferences across the    country and have also taught classes 

at the Basic Training Course for Wildlife Rehabilitation               

offered by Raritan Valley Community College.  NJAWR is 

proud to announce  that its member facilities have apprenticed 

6 new rehabilitators and are currently apprenticing 2                     

additional members who hope to open new facilities in 2015.  

 

Want to care for orphaned or injured wildlife? The first step is 

to become a licensed wildlife rehabilitator! Read the                   

information below to find out how to start. Reprinted with 

permission from NJ Division of Fish  and Wildlife.  

 

Full infomartion can be found online at:  

http://www.state.nj.us/dep/fgw/rehab_info.htm 

Licensed wildlife rehabilitators provide a valuable public   

service.  In order to ensure the safety of both the public and the 

animals, only persons who can demonstrate proper 

knowledge, skills and abilities to care for sick, injured,                  

orphaned or displaced wildlife, from intake to the point of the 

animal’s release back into their habitat are considered for  

licensing as wildlife rehabilitators. It is the Division’s                   

responsibility to administer the permit process and monitor the  

permit holders who rehabilitate wildlife.  

 

Want To Become a  New Jersey  

Wildlife Rehabilitator?  
Rehabilitator Permit 
A Wildlife Rehabilitator permit is required for the                          

temporary holding, care and rehabilitation of New Jersey’s              

native wildlife. 

 

Requirements: 

One year minimum apprenticeship (see Apprenticeship definition 

below) with a NJ  licensed rehabilitator which shall begin upon 

submission of the apprentice's name, address,   telephone number 

and start date by the sponsoring  rehabilitator in writing to the             

Division within 30 days of their official start date, or as listed on 

the rehabilitator's annual report   when submitted to the Division 

prior to start  of apprenticeship. 

 

One letter of recommendation from the sponsoring rehabilitator 

which details the understanding and proficiency of the  apprentice 

in the following areas: 

 

Code of ethics 

State and Federal regulations pertaining to wildlife rehabilitation 

Basic identification of common native  wildlife  species 

Natural history and species specific behavior 

Methods to prevent wildlife problems and humane solutions 

Proper diet and nutrition (for those species trained for) 

Safe capture and handling procedures (for those species trained for) 

Ability to assess basic health problems (for those species trained for) 

Basic first aid 

Wildlife parasites and diseases (including zoonoses) 

Euthanasia and disposal methods 

Release criteria (for those species trained for) 

Public contact 

Record keeping 
Completion of application. 

 

Letter of commitment from a veterinarian willing to work with  

applying rehabilitator. 

 

Approval of an on-site inspection including proper caging and             

facility standards. 

 

Secure applicable permits from US Fish and Wildlife Service for 

avian species. 

 

Completion and submission of the Annual  Report and Renewal 

Form along with required documentation. 

  

For further information, contact Susan Predl, Principal  Biologist at 

908-735-7040.  

Eastern cottontail being rehabilitated  

Photo by: Woodlands Wildlife Refuge 



Wildlife Rehabilitators:  

2013 Updated Numbers 
 

Here are the current numbers of those working 

in the field of wildlife rehabilitation right now 

34 total rehabilitators which is 2 more than the 

previous year.  

Number of facilities: 29,  two more than the 

previous year.  

178 sub permitees, 15 more than in 2012.  

The number of apprentices is 43. 

87 Capture and Transport volunteers.  

More than 500 volunteers at facilities.  

The total number of animals cared for in 

2013 was 15,429! 

NJAWR members cared for the majority of 

animals in 2013.  
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News and  Events 

Walk and work with lions in Africa! 

Travel to to Zimbabwe, Africa, for a once-in-a-lifetime 

experience. Over the past 30 years, Africa has seen an 

estimated 80-to-90% decline in its lion  population. For 

two weeks you can be part of the solution. Care for cubs. 

Contribute to research on lion behavior. Walk with lions 

as they reconnect with the wild. There will also be            

opportunities to spend time with orphaned   elephants 

and enjoy game viewing, cruises and other excursions 

into Zimbabwe. 

  

Please contact trip organizer Marie Wludyka at 

mwludyka@embarqmail.com for more information.  
 

\Len Soucy made a life of making lives better. 

Whether saving avian lives here at The Raptor 

Trust, educating others on the diversity and              

value of wild animals in our lives, or studying 

raptor populations so that we humans could       

learn more about them and live better with           

them, Len’s was truly a life well lived. 

 

In honor of that lifetime of work toward the           

protection and preservation of all things wild, 

especially birds, and the educational                

opportunities he labored to present to us all, we 

have established the Leonard J. Soucy Jr.              

Memorial Fund for projects that would be              

meaningful to him. His commitment to a thriving                    

avian population will live on, with special              

support for new ideas and approaches from the 

Memorial Fund.  

Article and photo by: The Raptor Trust  

Eastern grey squirrel being rehabilitated  

Photo by: Woodlands Wildlife Refuge 

Leonard J. Soucy, Jr. 1932 - 2014 



 

Members in the News 

NJAWR would like to congratulate NJAWR  

board vice president Cathy Malok of The Raptor 

Trust. Cathy is the 2014 recipient of the                     

Inspiration Award from  The Conserve  Wildlife 

Foundation of New Jersey.  Cathy was presented 

with this honor at the 2014 Women & Wildlife 

Awards Reception & Silent Auction on October  

23rd, 2014.  

   

NJAWR would also like to congratulate board 

president, Tracy Leaver of Woodlands Wildlife 

Refuge, who also received this honor in December 

of 2013.  
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News and  Events 

NJAWR 2014 Accomplishments 

On March 29th, 2014 one hundred participants            

attended NJAWR’s Wildlife Capture and 

Transport Training course,  and Veterinary   

Workshop at Princeton  University. 

 

This 5 hour Capture and Transport course, given 

by Peggy Hentz, covered the basics of wildlife 

capture in the field including: legal issues, safety,                

equipment, recognizing true emergencies, proper 

capture and handling techniques, public relations 

and education. The Initial Intake and Exam             

Veterinary Workshop was offered in two 2 hour 

and 30 minute sessions by DVM Christopher 

Weisner. This workshop was a hands-on lab      

designed to provide the rehabilitator an               

opportunity to practice common procedures in 

evaluating a patient, from intake through general 

exam and was supplemented with brief lectures to 

illustrate certain techniques or conditions.  

 

Those attendees who successfully completed the 

Wildlife Capture and Transport course are           

available to work together with wildlife                

rehabilitators to help capture and transport any 

injured or orphaned wildlife.          

 

For more information or if you need a copy of the 

list of Capture and Transport volunteers, contact 

us at  membership@njawr.com.  

 

NJAWR  offered a Patient Evaluation and              

Stabilization Workship given by Dr. Jason             

Wilson on November 23rd,  2014 at Mercer 

County Wildlife Center.  This informative and 

well attended workshop focused on possible            

diagnosis of wildlife patients based on physical 

examinations and other diagnostic methods.  

 

NJAWR continues to monitor bill No. 3398,  

“New Jersey Permitted Wildlife Rehabilitator 

Act;” and will keep its members informed . 

Tracy Leaver, NJAWR President, 2013 recipient 

Cathy Malok,  NJAWR Vice-President, 2014 recipient 

NJAWR is proud to announce two new wildlife 

rehabilitation apprentices. Katy Bungay and 

Priscilla Purnick are currently apprenticing at 

Woodlands Wildlife Refuge and plan to open 

their own rehabilitation facilities in 2015 
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NJAWR t-shirts!  These beautiful, 100% cotton            

t-shirts feature full-color photos of native New              
Jersey species taken by  New Jersey wildlife            

rehabilitators and volunteers.   

  

Your choice of a flying squirrel on a burgundy 

shirt, bald eagle on navy blue, diamondback               
terrapin on forest green, fox on wheat, egret on 

black, or black bear on burgundy.  Shirts are 

$20.00 (includes free shipping and handling ). 

Great Gift Ideas!  

Where the wild things still are… New Jersey 

Each shirt is $20.00 (including shipping and handling).  Please send this order form with your check payable to 

NJAWR to:  NJAWR T-shirts, c/o Heather Free man , 141-1 Rt. 130 South, Suite 243, Cinnaminson, NJ 08077 or shop 

online at www.NJAWR.org!  
 

Name  

 

Address 
 

City       State   Zip 

 

Phone number     Amount Enclosed:  $ 

 

       

Species Quantity Size (M, L, XL) 

Flying Squirrel   

Bald Eagle   

Diamondback terrapin   

Fox   

Egret   

Black Bear      

Photo © Harris Goldberg 2008

Photo © Harriet Forrester 2008

Photo © Jo Clancy 2008

Photo © Diane Nickerson 2008

Photo © Harris Goldberg 2008

Photo © Tracy Leaver 2008
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Sign me up as a member of NJAWR! 

141-1 Rt. 130 South, Suite 243 

Cinnaminson, NJ 08077 

www.njawr.org 

 

Your membership dollars support the work of NJAWR.  To become a member or renew your membership, 

complete this application form and return with a check for your membership fee. Memberships can also be 

renewed online at  www.njawr.org. If you would like to receive On Track by email rather than snail mail, 

contact Heather Freeman at membership@njawr.com. Please include your full name and email address. 

 

 

Membership year is January to December.  Please make checks payable to NJAWR and mail to: 

NJAWR, P.O. Box 5046 , Clinton, NJ 08809 
 
 
NAME:_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ORGANIZATION:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

CITY:__________________________________________________ STATE:__________ ZIP:________________ 

 

PHONE:___________________________   EMAIL:_________________________________________________ 

 

 

Individual $20.00_______     Family $30.00________     New member________     Renewal________  

 

Gift membership_______    Additional donation _______________________________________________ 

 

NEWSLETTER PREFERENCE:  By regular mail ________________  By email_____________________ 

   

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/NJAWR              http://www.twitter.com/NJAWR 


