
The simple answer to “Where  have all the             

rehabilitators gone?” 
 

(Gone to lifestyle changes, every one…) 

The decline of rehabilitators has been a hot topic 

over the past few years and has most recently been 

spun with inaccuracies to gain support for Senate 

bill S1864 by blaming New Jersey Department of 

Environmental Protection/New Jersey Division of 

Fish and Wildlife (NJDEP/NJDFW) and                 

other organizations and individuals. There is        

however the truth to consider supported by the           

following facts.  
 

The decline of rehabilitators has been a fact of life 

for years throughout the entire field of                 

rehabilitation, far beyond New Jersey.  How to 

solve this issue has often been a topic at state          

conferences and symposiums. While it has been 

easiest to blame others, it is more accurate to      

accept  the practical reasons given by most               

rehabilitators who have left the programs. In         

national and state polls the most common include: 

lifestyle changes, financial changes, family and 

health changes, and job relocations - just to name a 

few. This all makes very good sense in light of the 

economic changes in the past 15-20 years.  
 

It is commonly rumored in the push for support for 

S1864 that NJDFW and New Jersey Association of 

Wildlife Rehabilitators (NJAWR) are “trying to 

shut down rehabilitators” or “make it too hard to 

become a rehabilitator.” In actuality, NJDEP has 

revoked only one rehabilitation permit since 1998. 

NJAWR has always encouraged growth in the 

field. In fact, and in recognition of  the declining 

trend in New Jersey, advised NJDFW to adjust its 

policy and created today’s apprenticeship and         

sub-permitee programs which currently account for 

213 extra permitted people to help rehabilitators. 

This brings the total of those working in the field 

of wildlife rehabilitation in New Jersey to 244, not  

including other volunteers and interns.  
 

I have this perspective to offer- since becoming or 

staying a rehabilitator is a personal choice I would 

have to say the fault lies with us, the rehabilitators. If 

we are not teaching others to become rehabilitators, 

helping our apprentices to move on, and/or putting 

succession plans in place then our permits will            

disappear with us. Blaming others does nothing to 

help the need for more rehabilitators, nor does it          

encourage anyone to become a rehabilitator. It is up to 

us, individually, to inspire others to take our            

places and keep this incredibly needed field alive. 

The following is the result of year end annual                   

reporting provided by wildlife rehabilitators              

to New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife.  
 

2012   

 31 rehabilitators 

 at 29 facilities 

 apprentices – 43 

 sub- permitees – 163 
 

Currently  
 35 rehabilitators 

 at 29 centers 

 apprentices – 49 

 sub- permitees – 164 
 

Historically  

 1998 - 93  

 2002 – 66 (down 27 in 4 years) 

 2004 – 52 (down 12 in 2 years) 

 2005 – 45 (down7) 

 2006 – 40 (down5) 

 2007 – 38 (down2) 

 2008 – 34 (down4) 

 2009 -2012 – 31 (down3) 

 2013 - 35 
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many wild lives were lost, as well. Now, with all 

the downed trees the raccoons have plenty of   

places to den! However, there is still a lot of   

cleanup in progress and the raccoons                            

are  displaced, injured, or orphaned. It will be          

interesting to see the late summer squirrel numbers 

and whether or not they will be effected, as well. 
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Here we are at the peak of the busy baby season, 

and busy it is! We have seen many differences 

between this year, so far, and previous years. 

While we usually treat 60+ orphaned squirrels 

during early spring, this year we treated less than 

15. On the other end, we usually treat around 50 

orphaned raccoons, but are currently nearing 90. 

Why are the numbers this year so different? 

 

Let us consider the last several months. What 

stands out most is Superstorm Sandy. So              

many trees were destroyed during that storm               

taking the squirrel nesting sites with them. Surely 

Raccoons, raccoons, raccoons! 

By Heather Freeman 

Raccoons in care 

Photo by : Heather Freeman  

Raccoons hanging out 

Photo by : Melissa Anahory  
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President’s Message  

by Tracy Leaver   

Dear Members: 
 

Thank goodness the busiest of the 

baby season is past! I hope you got 

through it the best way you could 

and were able to help many wild 

lives. Thank you for what you do, 

whether you rehabilitate wildlife, 

volunteer, support in other ways or 

are simply an interested member – thank you. 
 
 

The work of wildlife rehabilitation and providing the 

service we do to the general public is all consuming. 

We need to be able to focus on that work. One thing 

we do not need during the busiest time of the year are 

unnecessary distractions. Unfortunately, this year            

distraction came in the form of phone calls.  The calls 

were made to well-meaning rehabilitators recruiting 

them to: 
 

 “Take a side” 

 Support bill S1864 

 Not to support NJAWR or the Wildlife                     

Rehabilitation Advisory Committee (WRAC) 

 Not refer any animals to the “large centers               

because they kill everything” 
 

This last rumor was being shared with the general 

public looking for help and thus encouraging them to 

care for wildlife on their own, putting them at a            

serious health risk. Below is just one of many  cases 

that have been brought to my attention. 
 
 

Recently, a rehabilitator was called regarding very 

young, orphaned raccoons. The caller shared that they 

had been calling throughout the state but no one was 

able to take the  raccoons because they were full.            

The caller was also told there were not enough              

rehabilitators  in the state and to not call certain              

rehabilitators because they would just kill the                  

raccoons. Imagine how  relieved they were when they 

were welcomed to bring the raccoons and  arrived at 

the rehabilitator and saw so many other raccoons.  
 

The calls and accusations were being made by those 

who were claiming publicly that there are not enough 

rehabilitators to handle the incredible numbers of            

raccoons and other wildlife.  These calls and                   

accusations were being made while those “large            

centers” made it clear that they were willing to help 

in any way - even though they already had more          

animals than ever before. I am not sure what defines 

a “large center” however I am grateful for those  

centers that remain open seven days a week, 365 

days a year; that can and do handle those over loads 

when others are unable. I am grateful for the                  

unprecedented number of orphaned raccoons for 

which those centers were able to care, in many cases,  

twice as many as usual and as many as 90 or more. 

Of course, it is nonsense that animals are all              

being killed.  
 

NJAWR encourages those rehabilitators who              

have the best intentions and want only to do                

what is best for wildlife to not take part in                 

the negativity  being spread by just a few. It is              

poisonous – bordering on slanderous - to this              

wonderful field of which you have chosen to be a 

part. It will only cause further division. You know 

what is best. 
 
 

NJAWR remains dedicated to keeping you informed 

on all things regarding wildlife rehabilitation and 

hopes that you will reach out for any help you may 

need. 
 

Again, thank you for what you do for wildlife. 

Stay well, 

Tracy Leaver, President 

WANTED 
 

We are looking for informative mammal, avian,   

veterinary and general interest topics! Have you 

come across a great rehabilitation or other wildlife 

article you would like to share with our  members? 

Please send it to our editor at melisana@ymail.com 

for review for future publication.  



 
 

PAGE 4 ON TRACK…  

 

All these advances in technology! The speed of             

advancing technology these past 10 years has been 

nothing short of scary. Just 10 brief years ago, I             

didn’t have a laptop -just a clunky old computer with 

a giant monitor on my desk. I didn’t have e-mail. I 

basically just used the computer for word processing 

and data spreadsheets (not to mention all the fun 

games as well). I didn’t have a cell phone let alone 

one of these new-fangled smart phones. I couldn’t 

figure out why anyone would want a cellphone with a 

camera in it. 

 

Fast forward to the present. I can’t live without my 

smart phone. And no, not because of games and             

Facebook, although these pastimes have admittedly 

become quite pleasurable to me. More, because it 

helps me screen wildlife calls more efficiently. How 

many times have baby penguins turned out to be 

dovekies? Or swans turned out to be egrets? Tell 

them to simply e-mail or text you a picture! What 

about the times that people finding baby animals           

insist they saw a dead mother? “Could you please            

e-mail or text me a picture of the dead mother?” 

Chances are, if they did see a dead animal, it was half 

a mile away. The following are some real-time            

scenarios where technology has been my friend. 

 

A person called to report that there was a dead deer 

with a tiny fawn lying right next to it. The call came 

in in March which made me suspicious of the tiny 

fawn part. “Could you please e-mail or text me a           

picture?” The ensuing photo did depict a dead deer 

but the tiny fawn lying next to it turned out to be a 

juvenile from the previous year, almost as large as 

the dead deer, lying comfortably about 50 feet away. 

“Yes, I’m sure that “fawn” doesn’t need help.....” 

 

How about the people that tell you they think an            

animal is still alive but you find it’s been dead for a 

very long time? They really just wanted you to             

remove the animal. An immediate photo of the              

animal texted or e-mailed sure comes in handy. 

 

A person called to report a baby great horned owl on 

the ground. They had called another facility who 

told them to put it back in the branch of a tree. He 

was calling me to make sure that was the right 

advice. Sounds like pretty good advice, right? 

Well the photo he texted me depicted an adult 

Eastern screech owl which he was able to pick 

right up and was indeed badly injured. 

 

The caller found a nest of baby rabbits with              

pieces of the dead mother rabbit all over it;            

specifically “bone, tissue, and fur.” Something 

didn’t sound right. Why would the predator that 

killed the mother, not take the babies too? Well 

the photo I asked her to send me just showed the 

nest of bunnies with all the mother’s             

beautiful fur lining the nest. When I told her that 

and asked about the “bone and tissue,” she 

changed the subject but was relieved and agreed 

that the bunnies were fine. 

 

So let your phone or computer be your friend. 

(The only thing I haven’t been able to figure out 

is how to keep my cell phone number private  

after giving it to a caller to text me a photo. I           

really wish they would call our center to follow 

up rather than my cell phone at 10:00 at night. 

 

 

This article has been reprinted with permission  

from Virginia  Frati as originally published in 

NYSWRC's newsletter Release.  

TECHNOLOGY—Use It To Your Advantage 
By Ginnie Frati 

Question? 
 

Do you find that technology helps you with wildlife 

rehabilitation? Do you have any further advice                

on how technology can help other rehabilitators?  

Please share your ideas and send it to our                  

editor  at melisana@ymail.com for review for future 

publication.  
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Many of us are coffee lovers. Americans consume over 

2.5 billion pounds of coffee every year which is cultivated 

in more than 80 tropical countries around the world. With 

over $150 billion in annual retail sales as well as               

providing employment for more than 100 million people, 

coffee's economic value is second only to petroleum. In 

addition, more than 124 million acres are currently             

cultivated with coffee in the most biologically diverse 

tropical lands of the world. These are the lands that also 

support our wintering migratory birds. 

 

About 200 species of birds are known as neo-tropical      

migrants, breeding in the habitat and backyards of North 

America and migrating south to Mexico, Central and 

South America, and the Caribbean Islands for the winter. 

There, the multi-layered vegetation of shade-grown coffee 

plantations provide abundant food and cover. 

 

Traditionally, all coffee was shade grown. The coffee 

plant evolved in Africa under the rainforest canopy. Most 

varieties of coffee are naturally intolerant of direct sun and 

prefer a canopy of sun-filtering shade trees. The trees not 

only protect the coffee from direct sun, they also mulch 

the soil with their fallen leaves, which helps retain                

soil moisture. 

 

The nitrogen-fixing shade trees enhance the soil, and also 

provide valuable habitat for birds. The birds in turn               

provide natural insect control with their constant foraging. 

This sustainable method of farming uses little or no   

chemical fertilizers, pesticides or herbicides. 

 

However, in the past 20 years, shade coffee plantations are 

a threatened habitat. Coffee has begun to be grown with 

no shade canopy at all and uses a sun hybrid variety which 

produces a larger coffee bean with an increased harvest. 

Unfortunately, the new varieties of sun coffee came with 

an additional cost: the hybrids were dependent on high 

doses of pesticides and chemical fertilizers. Soil erosion, 

water runoff and soil depletion caused large scale                        

producers to clear vast tracts of rainforest for new soil to 

plant more coffee trees. 

 

Today, sales of organically grown, shade coffee only          

represents about 1% or 30 million, of the U.S market for 

coffee beans. If this trend continues, the destruction of the 

rainforest and decline of our migratory birds may reach 

critical levels with extinction of species. 

 

The only way to encourage shade grown coffee is to buy 

the product. Production follows demand, and many  

farmers are switching back to shade-grown methods as 

consumer awareness increases. It is a little more                 

expensive than regular coffee, but a few more                            

dollars  per pound is a far less cost compared to the              

environmental damage. 

 

Here are some of the benefits of shade-grown coffee: 

1. Taste. Because the coffee beans mature more slowly 

in the shade, natural sugars increase and enhance the           

flavor of the coffee. 

2. Health. Next to tobacco, coffee is sprayed with more 

chemicals than any other product consumed by humans. 

Shade-grown coffee if most often organically grown, free 

of chemical use. 

3. Habitat. Provides bird habitat and greater                        

biodiversity. Migrating bird populations have been in 

rapid decline since the introduction of sun coffee and the 

consequent destruction of rainforest for more coffee 

plantations. As many as 200 species of birds have been 

identified on shade-coffee farms. 

4. Conservation. Promotes a healthy environment. 

Shade grown coffee requires little or no chemical               

fertilizers, pesticides or herbicides. The shade trees filter 

carbon dioxide which causes global warming, and aid in 

soil moisture retention which minimizes erosion. 

 

Look for shade-grown coffee beans and grounds at 

Whole Foods, health food stores, Wild Birds Unlimited 

retail stores, and online sites, such as Amazon. Make 

sure it is listed as bird friendly or shade-grown and             

certified by the Rainforest Alliance, Smithsonian                 

Migratory Bird Center, Arbor Day, or Defenders of 

Wildlife, or Organic Fair Trade.   

 

References:  
www.groundsforchange.com/ 

www.fws.gov/birds/shade%20coffee.pdf 

www.nature.org/greenliving/.../buy-sustainable-coffee.xml 

www.allaboutbirds.org 

www.coffeeresearch.org/politics/birdsafe.htm 

nationalzoo.si.edu/.../migratorybirds/coffee/bird.../ecological-

benefits-of-shade-grown-coffee.cfm 

Shade-Grown Coffee Supports Migratory Birds 
By Jane Rakos-Yates 
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FWRA 25th Anniversary Symposium 
   September 26, 2013 - September 29, 2013 

    Florida Wildlife Rehabilitators Association's (FWRA)  

annual symposium. 

    Haines City, FL 

    www.fwra.org 
 

The Wildlife Society 
October 5, 2013 - October 9, 2013 

    Milwaukee, WI 

    www.wildlifesociety.org 
 

New York State Wildlife Rehabilitation  

Council (NYSWRC) Annual Conference 
    October 25, 2013 - October 27, 2013 

    Grand Island, NY 

    http://www.nyswrc.org 

 

Rehab in the Ring of Fire 

The 35th Annual IWRC Symposium  

Victoria, BC 

November 4 to 9, 2013 

http://theiwrc.org/symposium 
 

Wildlife Center of Virginia  

Call of the Wild Conference 

    November 9, 2013 - November 10, 2013 

www.wildlifecenter.org 
 

NWRA 

Walden's Puddle Wildlife Rehabilitation & Education 

Center 
March 11-15, 2014 

Murfreesboro, TN 

http://www.nwrawildlife.org/ 
 

NJAWR Annual Conference  

March 29th, 2014 at Princeton University 

   Stay up to date on conference details at  

http://www.NJAWR.org 

On Track Is Available By Email 
 

If you would like to receive On Track by email            

rather than snail mail, contact Heather Freeman at 

membership@njawr.org. Please include your full 

name and email address. 

News and  Events 

The New Jersey Association of Wildlife                         

Rehabilitators would like to congratulate the win-

ners of this year’s NJAWR Awards for Achieve-

ment in Wildlife Rehabilitation! These awards were 

presented for the first time at the NJAWR Annual 

Conference on April 6, 2013. The NJAWR Lifetime 

Achievement Award was presented to Hannah 

Suthers. The NJAWR Rising Star Award was pre-

sented to Lori Swanson. Congratulations!  
 

The NJAWR Lifetime Achievement Award is   

given to recognize and honor an individual who has 

made a significant, longtime personal and                      

professional commitment to wildlife rehabilitation 

and has made a major contribution to the field in our 

state or region for many years.  
 

The NJAWR Rising Star Award is given to                  

recognize and encourage an individual who has 

demonstrated significant dedication, engagement, 

and promise as a relatively new member of                   

the  wildlife rehabilitation community in our               

state or region. 

 

NJAWR Awards  

for Achievement in Wildlife Rehabilitation 

Lori Swanson  (left) accepting her award 

from NJAWR President Tracy Leaver 

Save The Date! 

Upcoming Conferences 
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NJAWR t-shirts!  These beautiful, 100% cotton            

t-shirts feature full-color photos of native New              
Jersey species taken by  New Jersey wildlife            

rehabilitators and volunteers.   

  

Your choice of a flying squirrel on a burgundy 

shirt, bald eagle on navy blue, diamondback               
terrapin on forest green, fox on wheat, egret on 

black, or black bear on burgundy.  Shirts are 

$20.00 (includes free shipping and handling ). 

Where the wild things still are… New Jersey 

Each shirt is $20.00 (including shipping and handling).  Please send this order form with your check payable 

to NJAWR to:  NJAWR T-shirts, c/o Michael Ginder P.O. Box 2511, Vincentown, NJ 08088 

 
 

Name  

 

Address 

 

City       State   Zip 
 

Phone number     Amount Enclosed:  $ 

 
       

Species Quantity Size (M, L, XL) 

Flying Squirrel   

Bald Eagle   

Diamondback terrapin   

Fox   

Egret   

Black Bear      

Photo © Harris Goldberg 2008

Photo © Harriet Forrester 2008

Photo © Jo Clancy 2008

Photo © Diane Nickerson 2008

Photo © Harris Goldberg 2008

Photo © Tracy Leaver 2008
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Sign me up as a member of NJAWR! 

P.O. Box 2511  
Vincentown, NJ 08088 

www.njawr.org 

 

Your membership dollars support the work of NJAWR.  To become a member or renew your membership, complete 

this application form and return with a check for your membership fee. Memberships can also be renewed online at  

www.njawr.org 

 

Membership year is January to December.  Please make checks payable to NJAWR and mail to: 

NJAWR, P.O. Box 2511, Vincentown, NJ 08088 
 
 
NAME:_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ORGANIZATION:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

CITY:__________________________________________________ STATE:__________ ZIP:________________ 

 

PHONE:___________________________   EMAIL:_________________________________________________ 

 

 

Individual $20.00_______     Family $30.00________     New member________     Renewal________  

 

Gift membership_______    Additional donation _______________________________________________ 

 

NEWSLETTER PREFERENCE:  By regular mail ________________  By email_____________________ 

   

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/NJAWR            http://www.twitter.com/NJAWR 


